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The MCF and a Global Education Studies class at Macalester College,(Minnesota, USA) are 
collaborating to provide after-school learning activities to 16 villages in the Uttarakhand.  

These materials cover grades three and four in English, Mathematics and Environmental Science.  

Twenty students in Sonia Mehta’s class, ‘Building Trust: Education in Global Perspective,’ studied the 
reform proposal for quality, accessible education in the Himalayan region. They then worked in groups to 
put together learning activity designs for the village children. These activities have been carefully 
designed keeping the context and environment and the lived realities of the mountain children as well as 
aligned the activities with the learning outcomes given by the NCERT of India. Aditi Kaur, director of the 
MCF, has been our partner in the conceptualization of this project, and has closely participated in online 
discussions with the class, answering questions, sharing research, baseline studies, as well as opening up a 
window into these remote areas of the Himalayan foothills. Aditi shared pictures and videos of schools in 
the villages, pictures and audio files of several discussions around the problems faced by children in the 
region.  

Aditi Kaur and the MCF are the first participants in an education studies innovative program called ‘The 
World in the Classroom’ initiated by Sonia Mehta with the support of Ron Joslin at the Macalester Dewitt 
Wallace Library. 

For the first time in a course like this, Macalester students met with Aditi over real-time video conference 
(a night class for the students and an early morning session for Aditi).  The college provided their ‘Zoom’ 
video conference technology for this purpose.  

Macalester students have created learning ‘kits’ that can be used anywhere in these villages for after-
school programs that would possibly be run by the bal sangathans put together by the MCF.   

These learning kits are designed around the unique challenges of the mountain children

Components of the Learning Resource and Activity Designs 

• The Learning Activity:  

Appropriate for grades 3 and 4.  Using the ‘learning objectives’ handout to determine the learning 
outcomes of the activity, students designed the activity to be 20-30 min in total or less. Their 
Guidelines: Make it fun, joyful, interesting, motivating. Should not need too many outside 
resources. 

• Teacher/Facilitator Instructions:  

Students at Macalester have created ‘guides’ for those conducting the learning activity, for those 
helping to conduct the learning activity.  These facilitators may not be teachers. Their Guidelines:  
Simple, easy to follow, clear instructions. 
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• Evaluation Device:  

Students used their designs to also create non-threatening devices and activities to evaluate the 
learning that has taken place. Their Guidelines: Simple, easy to follow, inclusive and diversified.  

• Disability Component:  

The groups also created an addition to their learning activity, the Guide and the Evaluation that is 
appropriate for children with disabilities. 

• The Subject Fair: 

As a final part of the kit, the students also brainstormed ideas around an interactive ‘showcase’ 
activity to highlight learning and pride in the subjects (Maths, English and Environmental 
Science). As part of a community trust-building exercise, as well as to legitimate the after-school 
program, the village children will hold a ‘Maths Mela’ (Fair), an ‘English Mela’ and an 
‘Environmental Science Mela’. Guideline around this activity ranged around answering the 
following questions: How will the children show off their skills? What can they do to draw in the 
community: parents, village elders and government officials? 

The collaboration will continue over the next year, for the same subjects, with a new class of Macalester 
students working on the next set of learning activities.   

Sonia Mehta, Ph. D 
100 Neill Hall  
Education Studies 
Macalester College 
1600 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota.  
�

�

�












